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13 Mordekhai sent back reply to Esther —~ “Do not imagine that you can escape
1+ to the king’s palace from the fate of all the Jews. For if you keep your silence
at this time, relief and salvation will come forth for the Jews from some
other place — but you and your father’s house will be lost forever. And

who can say; could it not be for just such a time as this that you came into
royalty?”
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Rav Kook explained this meditation as follows: Hashem, you know
" that had I been bomn in an earlier generation, in an earlier era, I
would have been worthless, unable to accomplish my specific

assignment.!® Yet, I have accomplished so little of my present

assignment, I am likewise unworthy of having been created even in
2\ this generation.
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| St On the third day, Esther dressed herself in royalty,and came to stand i~

the inner courtyard of the king’s palace, facing the palace, while the king
sat upon his royal throne in the great hall, facing the palace entrance.

L'f‘} m::‘?zg oK W';l'?.l?n_ ,’!_ﬂ'"_?!_ﬂt! O3 %Y On the third day, Esther dressed herselfin
royalty. Judaism disliked cowardice or the exaggerated caution that tells man
that he must not begin unless he knows for sure that he will be able to finish.
Courageous action is motivated not by pragmatic, mercantile, discursive, Nyt DL
logical reasoning, but by convincing, intuitive insights, by spiritual percep- . C A (, 20
tions that are beyond the reach of logical-formal analysis. -I\—-‘—i —
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15 And when the time came for Esther, daughter of Mordekhai’s uncle, Avihayil\,
whom Mordekhai had adopted as his own child, to come before the king —
she did not ask for anything, except forwhat Hegai the king’s eunuch, keeper
of the women, told her to bring. And Esther carried grace in the eyes of
all who saw her.

2) — e

T b WY 11 NREY YO 1M and Esther carried grace in the eyes of all T
|r.rl;:u sa:u .I'-wr.. The Hebrew'word-hen, grace, refers to the attribute of charm,
in contradistinction to beauty. While beauty is usually a result of combina-
tions of several physical factors, of external features, charm comes from
within. It flows from the deep recesses of the spiritual personality. Charm
ix engendered by the presence of God in the human being. S
) I .. But Ahasuerus was also fascinated by someflﬁg
5 mysterious that he could not grasp, by the inner strength of Esther — her
Z) charm. He felt somehow instinctively, intuitively, that she is not an ordinary
person. When he was in her presence, he felt that his whole being was more
exalted, advanced, elevated to greater heights.
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: They also asked Rav Mattana: From where in the Torah can one find an

allusion to the events involving Esther? He replied to them that the verse states: “Then

My anger shall be kindled against them on that day, and | will forsake them, and 1 will

hide My face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall

come upon them; so that they will say in that day: Have not these evils come upon us

because our God is not among us? And | will hide [haster astir] My face on that day

for all the evil which they shall have wrought, in that they are turned to other gods”

9 . Even during the non-prophetic era, at a time when the divine
" countenance is hidden (Wester panim), man is summoned to carry on, to undertake difficult tasks

courageously and implement them to the best of his ability. Esther was paradigmatic of the
unrelenting faith and resolute devotion of a Jew that is evinced even when circumstances
appear dark and gloomy. ((Ibid. p.89)
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)\ 1> /'*7, by mwy fWiWﬁ nmmaﬂ o '7: ¢ D3 T2 Go. Gather all the Jews in
Shushan, and fast for me. Esther taught Mordekhai and the Jews how to pray
and how to fast in times of distress and crisis.

————

adqnpe:

1gmﬁcant halakhot can be derived

7 e a:d How manys
np7 3 a1 RavHamnunas Ly
Kn:lﬂ -m: 3 from these verses of the prayer of Hannah? As it says: “And Hannah

. When called upon to act as divine agent, to be a history-maker, the Jew must
3) be mature, courageous, and intellectually developed. When it is time to pray,
the Jew must shed his maturity and reach out for either the enthusiasm or
the grief of the child. The woman is more of an expert in playing this double
role. Esther performed it magnificently. She knew how to be cunning and
how to pray. Therefore, the Megilla is named for Esther. (Days of Deliverance)
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We do not understand the detailed description of the preparation of the
maidens prior to their visit in the royal palace. The Megilla tells us about the
beauty treatment they received, about the ointments and sweet perfumes
and other cosmetics applied to them, and the length of time during which
they were submitted to such treatment. The whole story is prima facie one of

pagan permissiveness and voluptuousness. /‘\‘\\
é)_ Mordechai and Esther are reminiscent of Abraham arfdw
Sarah. The assignments were equally important but by no means identical. Regarding the

Jewish people’s founders the name change to both of them involved the addition of a letter from
God’s name, signifying that they will share a spiritual role. “Not only did man and woman
achieve human dignity at creation, both in God’s image, but they also attained together, and
only together, covenantal sanctity.” (Man of Faith, p. 86)
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Rav Hisda said: What is the reason of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi? As it is written,
with regard to the creation of woman: “And the rib, which the Lord God had taken
from the man, He made [vayyiven] a woman, and brought her to the man” (Genesis
2:22). This teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, granted a woman a greater
understanding [bina] than that of a men. .
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The first intellectual judgment, the first intuitive Aash, the primordial revela-
tion of truth belongs frequently to man. However, when it comes to imple-
mentation, the woman is the master. The implementation of any plan is a
technological feat that consists in the selection and employment of the most
effective means for the sake of achieving a desired end. This is cunning, which

N

is the forte of the woman. =
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22 1 For the conductor, on the aiyeles hashachar, * a psalm by David. 2 My God,
Speaking my God, why have You forsaken me; why so far from saving me, from the

as an ords of my roar? 3 O my God! [ call out by day, but You answer not; and by’
'"‘f":"cf]“al night, but there is no respite for me. 4 Yet You are the Holy One, enthroned upon
p,ayse f;ﬁ the praises of Israel! % In You our fathers trusted, they trusted and You delivered
final end to them. 8 To You they cried out and they were rescued; in You they trusted and they
[srael’s ’0'?9 were not shamed. 7 But | am a worm and not a man, scomn of humanity, despised
b of people.  All who see me, deride me; they open wide with ftheir] lip, they wag

‘ landr‘:’,;-:,;f [their] head. ° If one commits himself to HAsHEM, He will deliver him! He will

S/>_ . Talmud Yerushalmi (Berachot 1:1): Rabbi Chlya Rabba and Rabbn Shimon
ben Chalafta were walking in the Arbel Valley early in the moming, and they saw the light before
the break of dawn (ayelet hashachar). Rabbi Chiya Rabba said to Rabbi Shimon ben Chalafta:
This is how the redemption of Israel will be: At first it will be little by little, but then it will become
stronger...At first Mordechai sat at the Kings gate (Esther 2:22) and then, “Haman took the
garments and the horse (Ibid 5:11). Then Mordechai returned to the king’s gate (lbid 6:12) and
“Mordechai left before the king in royal garrhents” (Ibid 8:15). Finally, “The Jews experienced
light and joy” (Ibid, 8:16)."



